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Mendy Shlomo (Summer '15)
“My summer at Pardes was such an
exceptional experience and much

of what | learned still resonates within
me all these months later.”
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Pardes
Matters

Pardes was the first beit
midrash in the world to
open its doors to women.

I t mattered in 1972. Then,

Pardes mattered in 2000, when with the support of
the AVI CHAI Foundation, we opened the Pardes Day
School Educators Program, training a new kind of
Jewish Studies teacher for North American Jewish
day schools. In 2012, our offerings to potential Jewish
Educators grew further through the creation of the
Pardes Center for Jewish Educators (PCJE) and the
launch of the Pardes Experiential Educators Program.
These new opportunities for educator training and
professional development mattered because we
committed ourselves to producing in-demand,
passionate and open educators who are both steeped
in tradition and able to serve diverse audiences in
schools, on campuses and in a variety of other Jewish
educational settings.

In 2009, specialty tracks were created as part of the
Year Program, beginning with Social Justice, and
expanding to Judaism and Conflict Resolution as well
as Self, Soul, and Text. These tracks mattered for
multiple reasons. Not only did they provide significant
and ongoing support for faculty innovation, but it
demonstrated that Pardes understood the need to meet
students “where they were” and to proactively integrate

the study of Judaism with the study of those issues and
values that many of our students are committed to, such
as human rights, social justice, conflict resolution and
spiritual practice. The tracks have also pushed us to use
Israel as a laboratory for struggling with Judaism and
these issues in a direct and important way.

Pardes continues to matter. The Pardes Jewish
Spirituality Retreat, now entering its fifth successful
year, is a multi-day annual winter event in the U.S. that
combines the best of Jewish learning and meditative
practice. Trips to Turkey, Germany and Poland add
complexity and depth to students” experience and their
approach to Jewish peoplehood. This year, Pardes has
spread its wings even wider. Rabba Yaffa Epstein is
serving as our first-ever Director of Education, North
America, to inspire our alumni and new communities.
Elmad, Pardes’s digital learning library, has
revolutionized online access to Pardes content.

Pardes matters to the Jewish world because it
combines elements that seem mutually exclusive in so
many other settings: openness and passion, academic
rigor and opportunities for spiritual growth, diversity
and warm community. Our students and the wider
Jewish world recognize our unique ability to embrace
challenging questions and to provide value to diverse
students on their unique Jewish journeys.

We are so proud of our alumni and their achievements
and so thankful to our supporters for allowing us to
continue to matter to the Jewish people and to the
world-at-large, next year and beyond.

David |. Bernstein, Ph.D. is the Dean of Pardes.

NEW BUILDING PLANS APPROVED

In accordance with the new Jerusalem
Master Plan for Talpiot, Pardes’s
application to have its 4.5 dunam

(1 acre) property rezoned has recently
been approved by the Ministry of
Interior and the Jerusalem Municipal
Local Building Committee. This will
allow construction of an 18 story,
state-of-the-art, mixed use building on
that site. We will be partnering with a
developer to build a new facility. Under
the proposed plans, Pardes would

retain ownership of the 4,000-5,000
sq. m. [45,000-55,000 sq. ft.] we need
to provide our students, faculty and
visitors with an inspiring and exciting
environment: ample classrooms and
offices, student and faculty lounges,
an enlarged beit midrash and an
auditorium. Our new home will be four
to five times larger than our current
space. In exchange for construction,
the developer will retain other floors for
office and commercial use.



PARDES PARTNERS WITH MOISHE HOUSE

Pardes students and alumni have played a major part in the
expanded Moishe House Without Walls [MHWQOW] initiative, which
empowers young Jews to create and facilitate events to enrich Jewish
experiences and build grassroots community. MHWOW provides grants
and guidance to hosts, enabling them to make an impact.

N U

REAL PEOPLE, REAL LIVES

Eleven Pardes hosts engaged hundreds of peers by creating over

40 events worldwide, including a sustainability-focused Tu B'Shvat
seder, a hamantaschen-making gathering, new independent
minyanim, Shabbat meals, a Talmud circle, a trivia night and much more.

Last year the Pardes community engaged

in a special seminar, Jewish Peoplehood:
Conversion, Unity, Personal Status, Religion
and State.

It began with personal testimonies from three HILLEL PROS JOIN SUMMER PROGRAM
students about their own Jewish backgrounds
or conversion stories and continued with a
variety of speakers who represented a range

of perspectives including Member of Knesset
Rabbi Dov Lipman on the ultra-Orthodox
community, Rabbi Seth Farber on the challenge
of religion and state in Israel and three guests
who represented other denominations, Rabbi
Naamah Kelman (Reform), Rabbi Peretz
Rodman (Conservative] and Rabbi Shlomo
Riskin (Orthodox).

In July, 19 Hillel professionals from 16 campuses across the U.S.,
Canada and Russia, attended Pardes with the goal of becoming
more literate, empowered and confident Jewish leaders. They joined
the Pardes Summer Program for classes on Bible, Talmud, Jewish
liturgy, Women in Judaism, Hassidic thought and Jewish law.

One student shared their thoughts: "It meant a
great deal that Pardes created a space for open
dialogue and learning about issues of Jewish
peoplehood, conversion and personal status.
These topics are often avoided because they

The Hillel professionals also participated in professional
development sessions led by Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg and Esther

are controversial and it was wonderful to have
an opportunity to hear a range of perspectives
from such distinguished speakers. On a

personal note, the way Pardes dealt with these

Abramowitz from Hillel's International Center. Shabbat ritual and
liturgy were a major focus, and the program concluded with a
group Shabbat experience in Tel Aviv, where participants were able
to implement their learning through leading Shabbat rituals and

issues has boosted my self-confidence and sharing Torah with each other.
dispelled many assumptions that | held—for

example, my sense that | could never be truly
accepted by Orthodox Jews. It was a powerful

learning experience for me.”

The group will continue having monthly learning sessions with their
teachers from Pardes, part of their commitment to make learning a
part of their daily professionals lives.

POP-UP BEIT MIDRASH AT JW3

Over the summer, Rabbi David
Levin-Kruss taught at the

Open Talmud Project in London
and at the European Union of
Jewish Students gathering in
Lisbon, Portugal. Pardes will
also be at Limmud UK and
touring UK university
campuses later this year.

Pardes continues to grow its
presence in the UK and Europe.
As part of a new partnership with
the Jewish community center in
London, JW3, Nechama Goldman
Barash and Rabbi Alex Israel
taught our first Pardes Pop-

Up beit midrash in June, with

75 attendees. The second was
held in November with Rabbi
Rahel Berkovits and Rabbi Zvi
Hirschfield, and a third is being
planned for June 2016.

For more information about email
louise(@pardes.org.il.




Coming to Pardes
from a small town in
Montana, and with two
adult children, Laurie
Franklin (Year '12-"13)
says that she was not
the “traditional” Pardes
student. Nonetheless,
she says, “it changed
my life.”

In 2012, Laurie had
been accepted into the
ALEPH Alliance for
Jewish Renewal rabbinic ordination program and her goal
was to jump deeply into the study of Talmud and Torah at
Pardes. "I had no idea that I would fall so deeply in love
with either Jewish sacred text or Israel. | had wonderful
friendships with my reqular havrutas (study partners] and
felt well-received at Pardes... My teachers were passionate,
each one a master of their subject(s) and with true
generosity of spirit towards their students.”

Laurie is the spiritual leader for Har Shalom, a Reform-
affiliated community in Missoula, Montana and continues
to pursue rabbinic ordination. As spiritual leader she leads
services with both traditional and creative liturgies, sings
and plays guitar and bagpipes, visits the sick, acts as a
spiritual advisor, teaches Torah, helps people on their
Jewish journeys and cooperates with local clergy on many
initiatives ranging from assisting the poor, re-integrating
former prisoners into society and environmental
stewardship. She also writes the Religion Page for the local
daily newspaper. “I live in a relatively isolated place, far
removed from centers of Jewish life. I'm fiercely proud to
carry forward the light of Jewish learning, observance and
care for community and the earth into this environment,”
Laurie says.

Over the years Laurie has been very active in many
Jewish organizations and programs through the Reform
movement, Rabbis Without Borders, Limmud NY,

the Shalom Hartman Rabbinic Student Seminar and
STorahtelling, and she was very excited to attend her first
Parliament of World Religions in Salt Lake City with an
interfaith contingent from Missoula. Laurie is also a board
member of the Montana Human Rights Network.

INTERFAITH (LONE) STAR

While he lives in Alon Shvut, Rabbi Hanan Schlesinger
(Year "78-'79]) notes that due to his monthly trips to Dallas,
Texas, he spends almost as much time in airports and in
the air as he does in Israel or the United States.

Hanan is the Executive Director and Community Rabbinic
Scholar for the Jewish Studies Initiative of North Texas,
which he founded in 2010. There he teaches classes

in the deeper meaning of Jewish texts to Jews of all
denominations and creates interfaith programs that
bring him into serious and soul-expanding theological
discussions with Christian and Muslim clergy members.

He is also the Director of International Relations for
Roots/Shorashim/Judur in Israel, the Israeli-Palestinian
grassroots initiative for understanding, non-violence and
transformation, which he helped found in 2014. There he
is in dialogue with Palestinians, both Muslim and Christian,
and works to introduce Jews to these conversations.

“Both of the things that | do involve delving into the
deepest Jewish values and outreach to a wide range of
people from different religious and cultural backgrounds,”
said Rabbi Schlesinger. "l also meet people from around
the world of many religions who are drawn to our project
of religious and national reconciliation and want to learn
about it, support it and become part of it.”

While Hanan spent a great deal of time studying at the Har
Etzion College of Jewish Studies and Hebrew University, he
got his start in many ways at Pardes. "My year at Pardes
was probably the most foundational year of my life. The
religious and educational philosophy and the personalities
and approaches of the teachers fit me like a glove,
resonated in the recesses of my soul and whet the appetite
of my mind in the most satisfying fashion. | was challenged
and | grew like never before in my life. Pardes left an
indelible mark upon me and for that I am deeply grateful.”

In fact, the Pardes experience was so powerful that he
returned later in life as a faculty member. "I was able to
fulfill my debt of gratitude and truly felt like | was coming
home,” said Hanan.



HEALING THROUGH DANCE

French-born Israeli
lawyer Jean-Marc
Liling (Year '95-'96)
reflects warmly on
his time at Pardes.
“Pardes takes Jewish
sources, texts and
traditions seriously
but also allows for
students to chart their
own paths and keep on
searching for their own
authentic Judaism.”

Jean-Marc’s path was deeply influenced by the Jewish
value of tikkun olam, which led him to become an expert
in refugee law. Over the years, he has worked for the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Israel’s
Justice Ministry and the Minister for Diaspora Affairs. He
currently works as a consultant for the JDC in Jerusalem.

Jean-Marc continues to fight for refugee rights through
organizations such as Aid Organization for Asylum
Seekers and Refugees in Israel and as a guide, educator
and speaker exposing Israeli, Jewish and other groups to
the complexities of non-Jewish migration to Israel.

Ayear ago, Jean-Marc initiated a project that provides
assistance to hundreds of African refugees who come

to Israel as unaccompanied minors and study in Israeli
boarding schools and youth villages.

Jean-Marc manages to combine his Jewish values with
another of his passions - dance. Active in the prestigious
Israeli Vertigo Dance Company, he is also involved in
“Between Heaven and Earth,” a growing Jerusalem
cultural and artistic institution that provides a meeting
point for religious men, Jewish exploration and study, and
the world of contemporary dance.

WOMAN AT THE WALL

If Andrea Wiese (PCJE "11- "14) looks familiar, it's probably
because you've seen her before. While studying at Pardes,
she unwittingly had her face plastered across the internet
and newspapers for wearing tefillin {Jewish phylacteries)
and tallit (prayer shawl] while praying in the women’s section
of the Kotel with other members of “Women of the Wall”" in
2013. The photos often made Andrea the target of intense
hatred from people opposed to the group. She was spit on,
shoved and even called a Nazi. Nevertheless, Andrea stood
her ground.

“I believe that all people have the right to be individuals and
to cultivate and deepen their relationship with Hashem in
the way that they choose,” says Andrea. “The most holy site
for the Jewish people cannot be exclusively controlled by one
faction, especially if that group doesn’t allow for any type of
prayer expression different from their own.”

Today, Andrea teaches Rabbinics at Frankel Jewish Academy
of Metropolitan Detroit and encourages her students to make
choices of their own accord and be open to different ways of
living and thinking. She is also in charge of the academy’s
Zionist club, coaches girls varsity tennis and runs an all
women'’s tefilah, among other responsibilities.

“I'am the only Orthodox woman at my school, and | feel a
lot of pressure and that eyes are on me at all times,” says
Andrea. “Students ask me many questions, and it is a huge
responsibility, but | feel honored to be in this position. Itis a
blessing to be here to answer them as best | can.”

LEADING POLISH JEWISH REVIVAL

Rabbi Michael Schudrich (Year '75-"76) is the
Chief Rabbi of Poland and a symbol of the
remarkable revival of Jewish life there, having

previously served as a rabbi in Tokyo (1983-89).

While studying at Hebrew University Michael
took a Talmud course at Pardes. Coming
from a yeshiva background, Pardes enabled
him to continue studying Talmud in a beit
midrash setting.

In 1992 Michael began working for the Ronald

S. Lauder Foundation in Poland and returned
in 2000 as Rabbi of Warsaw and Lodz, excited
by the opportunity to help people who had
recently discovered their Jewish roots.

In 2004, he was appointed Chief Rabbi of
Poland and has been a central player in
Poland’s Jewish renaissance ever since.

Michael is focused on developing innovative
Torah learning, community building and
connection to Israel.




This year three female faculty were awarded smikha (rabbinical ordination).

Rabbi Dr. Meesh Hammer-Kossoy, Director of Admissions & Director of the Social
Justice Track, and Rabbi Rahel Berkovits completed their studies at Beit Midrash
Har’el in Israel and received ordination from Rabbi Herzl Hefter and Rabbi Daniel
Sperber. Rabba Yaffa Epstein, Director of Education, North America, received
ordination after her studies at Yeshivat Maharat in the United States. Here Meesh
and Yaffa discuss modern day perceptions of two biblical heroines.

Meesh: Back then, the ceiling was not
glass, and | don't think Esther or Ruth made
any attempt to break it. Esther and Ruth
symbolize the most disempowered of our
society. In addition to being women, Esther
is an orphan, Ruth is not only a widow and
foreigner but also a Moabite, the most
alienated of the gentile nations. Significantly,
even these disenfranchised women are able
to bring redemption to the Jewish people:
“the stone that the builders rejected has
become the chief cornerstone.” (Ps. 118:22)
This reflects the great egalitarian power and
responsibility that each of us, no matter our
“station,” has to contribute to our nation.

But their achievement does not mean that
women are empowered. Esther and Ruth
used the limited tools in their arsenal to bring
redemption to the Jewish people - first and
foremost, their sexuality. What is remarkable
is that despite the refrain “all the honor of the
princess is within” (Ps. 45:12) so frequently
cited in our day, the Bible and the Rabbis
celebrate this blatant use of sexuality when
necessary. This complex relationship is
important for us as moderns as well.

After their heroic acts, both women return

to their confined roles. It is Mordechai who
becomes Achashverosh'’s right-hand man,

and in classic levirate form, Naomi rather than
Ruth seems to get the credit for parenting
Obed, as Ruth retreats to the background.
Fortunately, | don't see that retreat as
necessary for women in today’s world.

| must disagree with
my esteemed teacher and
havruta Meesh. In my
opinion, both Esther and
Ruth showed incredible
leadership skills, and
did not simply use their
sexuality to save or
advance themselves.

In Esther’s case, we are told that
as she entered the palace she was
taken into the custody of Hegai, the
king’s eunuch. The Megillah says,
‘And the maiden pleased him, and she
performed kindness before him...” (Esther
2:9). The same words are later used to describe
her relationship with the king in verse 17. It is
very unlikely that the kindness, or hesed, that is
described here is of a sexual nature, as we are
discussing her relationship with a eunuch,
which is, at least in theory, supposed to
be platonic.

In other words, Esther was
charismatic and politically
savvy. The fact that the
text later describes

her relationship with
Achashverosh in the
same way signals that
there was some kind of
political and emotional
wherewithal to Esther
that went far beyond

the bedroom.



In the case of Ruth, while | agree that she used her
sexuality with Boaz, her real moment of triumph does
not come from her relationship with a man. Ruth’s real
self-awakening happens when she refuses to turn away
from her mother-in-law. It could be out of deep love and
respect for Naomi, or it could be her understanding that
there is nothing for her back in Moab, but when Ruth
declares “for wherever you go | will go; and wherever you
lie, I will lie; your nation is my nation and your God is my
God” (Ruth 1:16) she is effectively taking her life into her
own hands, and as Rav Soloveitchik said, becoming a
“person of destiny” rather than a “person of fate.”

| would argue that both Ruth and Esther broke the glass
ceiling, in that they both took matters into their own
hands, knew themselves and their capabilities, and
refused to simply accept what the world told them
to do and who to be.

While today the world seems to be
completely open to women, many
still choose to take the roles that
are auxilary rather than central.
The world will change when more
women stand up, recognize their
power and take matters into
their own hands - refusing to be
defined by those around them -
following in the footsteps of our
matriarchs Ruth and Esther.

Meesh: | certainly agree
that Esther had cunning
and savvy and Ruth sheer
dedication and love. Esther
and Ruth did not just use their
sexuality. But they also used
their sexuality, and shamelessly
to boot. When Esther puts on her
finery and stands at a distance before the king to
find his favor, she is using her sexuality (Esther
5:2). When she refrains from making her plea
directly and invites the king, not once but twice, to
a banquet together with Haman, eliciting jealousy
and an air of mystery and unavailability (Esther
5:4-9), she is using her sexuality with genius. |
don't think we should whitewash or apologize
for this! Recognizing women'’s sexuality as a
blessing rather than something that needs to be
cloistered or shunned would be an important
step in many modern Jewish communities.

Similarly, we should celebrate Ruth’s very
feminine dedication to her fellow women

(her mother-in-law no less!). Women's
special capacity for love, loyalty and

nurturing are among the feminine

tools that need to be welcomed with open arms in today's
Jewish community.

Today's female leadership has a much larger toolbox to
contribute to the Jewish world, including unprecedented
levels of Torah scholarship, economic power and official
recognition. However, as the Jewish world formally
embraces women'’s leadership, we are not just more
equitably sharing power and stepping into traditionally
male roles, but we must also welcome and integrate a
new set of uniquely female talents and perspectives, be
they female sexuality, love or the ability to cajole with
words rather than fear.

| am filled with wonder and thankfulness as | see what
newly ordained Maharats have brought to the Orthodox
world. Once congregations hire female authorities they
are quickly coming to wonder how they ever managed
without them. It is thrilling for me to watch this process
happen in our lives as well. Although | have been
teaching at Pardes for 15 years before being granted

a formal title of religious leadership, | am amazed

to discover the ways that title has changed peoples’
perception of me. | don’t know if it is giving me the power
to break through the glass ceiling, but like the grapevine
in my garden, | do think we are managing to reach the
roof garden by way of the open window.

| appreciate that sexuality and femininity are
important tools for women to inhabit and utilize. And | am
grateful that the toolbox has grown so greatly for Jewish
women, and that women’s learning, legal reasoning and
analytical skills are being lauded in our world.

However, | must take issue with the idea that there are
“uniquely female talents and perspectives.” | am wary of
limiting deep friendship, sexuality and love to women, and
thinking of them as female characteristics. Indeed, | long
for a day when both men and women are able to think
deeply about sexuality and relationships and are truly
able to inhabit their own unique strengths irrespective of
sex or gender.

As the Talmud says, “Blessed is He who is the wise-
knower of secrets, for the mind of each is different from
that of the other, just as the face of each is different from
that of the other” (Bavli Berachot 58a). Each one of us
has a unique gift to give to the world and has our own set
of strengths, talents and skills.

Thank God, the world is starting to recognize that women
are among those who can lead us and teach us how

to be better Jews and better people. But we cannot be
complacent. We must continue to tear down the barriers
that keep both women and men trapped in gender
stereotypes and encourage everyone to find the fullest
expression of themselves.

Ruth & Esther: From Rags to Royalty is the theme for the summer Pardes Executive Learning
Seminar, July 2 - 6, 2016 in Jerusalem. To book visit www.pardes.org.il/executive.




Four Rabbis Walk into a Beit Midrash...

Among our alumni, Pardes boasts more than 365 rabbis across (and beyond)
all denominations. For the final shiur clali (school-wide class) of the year,
four Pardes students spoke about their choice to attend four very different
rabbinical schools. The students reflected on their choices and anticipated
challenges serving their future Jewish communities. The panel highlighted the

diversity of the student body and Pardes’s role in giving students the skills to
become future Jewish leaders in a diverse Jewish world.
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Putting Tefilah Back
onh Schools’ Agenda

By Rabbi Zvi Hirschfield and Dr. Susan Wall

Tefilah (prayer) is one of the most challenging (and
neglected] aspects within Jewish day schools today.
Students are often zoning out or misbehaving, and
many teachers would prefer to be elsewhere. How can
Pardes help improve the situation?

We know a lot about this issue because with 141
graduates of the Pardes Day School Educators
Program (PEP] since 2002, Pardes hears what is
happening in scores of day schools across North
America. While PEP students are trained primarily as
Bible or Rabbinics text teachers, most PEP graduates
are also asked to take on tefilah leadership roles within
their schools. Even first year teachers have been asked
to facilitate school-wide
tefilah. Often schools have
few options when seeking
staff to take on roles with
tefilah, and little to no
training is available.

To address these issues, in

July 2015, the Pardes Center for Jewish Educators
brought together 17 successful day school educators,
rabbis and administrators to think more deeply about
tefilah in schools. This six-day intensive symposium,
entitled Aleinu Le'shabeach (our duty to praise),

drew a diverse group from Community, Orthodox and
Conservative schools spanning grades K-12.

There were many takeaways from this program.
However, we want to focus on what we saw as the
central and most significant finding: the need to
develop and professionalize a field of tefilah education.
All the rest is commentary.

“The immediate results
were beyond what we
could have hoped for.”

What does it mean to have a professional field?

First and foremost, it means that teachers are

1 trained. Our Aleinu Leshabe’ach participants

were far from representative of most who lead
tefilah in day schools. Each participant brought a strong
background in prayer knowledge and skills, coupled
with personal charisma and creativity. Nevertheless,
almost all admitted to having no formal training in
this area. A tefilah facilitator needs a wide range of
knowledge and skills and a broad toolkit of experiential
education. Importantly, to successfully lead tefilah, one
needs to be both connected to and inspired by it.

2 colleagues from diverse

backgrounds. The diversity
within Aleinu Leshabe’ach allowed
our participants to bring a range of
perspectives, which stimulated new

thinking, challenged old ideas and
encouraged creativity.

Tefilah educators need

Professional fields sponsor conferences and
gatherings to bring people together to engender
new ideas, build new relationships and foster
advocacy to keep the field fresh and cutting-edge.
4 songs, stories, films and themes can enhance
the tefilah experience for students? How can we
teach them to pray and prepare for the experience on a
daily basis? A website with lists is insufficient. A number

of curricula are available online, yet it is the training that
accompanies those materials that makes the difference.

We need a repository of best practices. What



goals.These goals will differ from school to
school, but there needs to be a well thought out
process for arriving at those goals and for identifying
what it would take to achieve them.

6 All professional areas within our day schools

5 A professmnal field has clearly articulated

assess student achievement. That needs to be
true for both the cognitive and affective areas of
tefilah education.

There is a need for a recognized body of
literature deemed essential for literacy in the

field. Those who oversee tefilah education need
to be familiar with how one applies what we know
about child development and social-emotional learning
to tefilah education and the decisions we make.

While synagogue attendance is down, wouldn't

it be interesting to learn why the people who do
come to pray, come - beyond a halakhic imperative?
Are there similar characteristics in their development
that led them to become daveners [people who pray)?
Is there a formula we need to follow? What happens
with our day school graduates vis-a-vis tefilah in
the long run? Opening up these questions is a scary
proposition, but it needs to happen.

9 A professional field has shared terminology.

8 Serious research needs to be undertaken.

What do we mean by tefilah education, by keva
(routine) and kavanah (intention), by spirituality,
by emotional dispositions and meaning-making, for
example. We can only successfully share with one
another once we are clear about the
terminology we use.

All of the above constitutes a tall order, but we need
to get started. Some schools devote as much, if not
more, time to tefilah education than any other area

of the curriculum, if one includes services, blessings
one recites throughout the day and tefilah learning
that takes place in a classroom. What currently exists
is far from a field. Pardes faculty, together with a few
theorists and a group of amazing educators, have
taken the first steps toward creating this field.

Lisa Exler, Director of Jewish Studies at Beit Rabban
Day School, New York, NY, reflected on the experience,
“I'am so grateful for having had the opportunity to
participate in this program... It felt like | was on the
ground floor of something special and important,
maybe even revolutionary, in tefilah education. It truly
felt like the early steps of creating a field - thoughtful
and reflective practitioners learning and thinking
together about our visions and goals for prayer
education.”

We came away inspired by our program and ready

to bring the best of what we learned about tefilah to
others in the field. We are already planning a training
seminar for teachers next year and hope that this will
only be the beginning.

Rabbi Zvi Hirschfield and Dr. Susan Wall are faculty members
of the Pardes Center for Jewish Educators.
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This listing includes Annual Campaign donations to Pardes from September
2014 through the first week of September 2015. If one or both donors are
alumni, they are listed in red. We apologize for misspellings, omissions and
other mistakes. Please send corrections to infoldpardes.org.

Director’s Circle:

Jerusalem Society ($100,000 +)

The AVI CHAI Foundation

The Crown Family

Paula and Jerry Gottesman
Hellman Foundation

Jim Joseph Foundation

The Marcus Foundation

The David S. and Karen A. Shapira
Foundation

The Alexander Soros Foundation
Moshe and Libby Werthan

Director’s Circle:

Founder ($50,000 +)

Abbie and Moshe Greenberg

Director’s Circle:

Guardian ($25,000 +)

Anonymous

Anonymous

The Robert M. Beren Foundation
Paz and Rick Goldberg

Robert Immerman

Joseph and Rebecca Meyerhoff Awards
Committee

Righteous Persons Foundation
Rose Family Fund

Deborah Shapira and Barry Stern
Alan B. Slifka Foundation

Director’s Circle:

Builder ($10,000 +)

Anonymous

Debbie and Chaim Abramowitz
Alan and Valerie Adler

Susan and Aron Ain

Jean and Andrew Balcombe
Thomas and Jill Barad

The Benmosche Family

Russell Berrie Foundation
Charlotte and Morry Blumenfeld
The Bornblum Foundation
Conference on Jewish Material Claims
Against Germany

Tabby and John Corre

Aaron and Valerie Edelheit
Colleen and Richard Fain

Adam and Lynne Weinstein Frank
Nadia and Brian Glenville

Francine M. Gordon

Audrey Kaplan Scher and Harvey Scher
Bryan Kocen and Gail Gordon Kocen
Darell and Elizabeth Krasnoff

Mark and Gloria Levenfus

Ezra and Batya Levin

Janet and David J. Lonner

Juan Mesa-Freydell and Catherine Stoll
Marnin Michaels and Melissa Kaplan
Jay and Huti Pomrenze

Renee Rabinowitz

Faygie and Phil Schwartz

Irving S. Weinstein Philanthropic Fund
Della Worms

Marilyn Ziering

Director’s Circle:

Partner ($5,000 +)

Anonymous

Anonymous

Edward and Marlin Barad

David Barish

Giti and Jack Bendheim

Sidney Brettler z"l

Capital Counsel

Joshua Chadajo and Natalie Salem
Ruth Cummings and Rafi Lehman
Michael and Lilach Naama Cummings
Carole Daman

Ami-Da Institute/Rabbi Leonid Feldman
Cheri Fox

Laurence and Lois Frank

Rachel Goldberg and Jonathan Polin
Joyce Green

Deborah and Ed Heyman

J. E. Joseph Charitable Trust

Daniel and Ruth Krasner

David Kuney and Cathy Simon

Alan Lee and Edward Lee

Richard and Leora Linhart

Barbara and David Messer

Avi and Wanda Peretz

Vicki and Gary Phillips

Alan and Elisa Pines

Lowell and Julie Potiker Fund of the
Jewish Community Foundation
Michael and Daniela Rader

Rocker Family Foundation

Joanne and Adam Rose

Robert Russell Memorial Foundation
Neil Schechter and Marjorie Corwin
Phil Shaw and Shira Gordon

Joan B. Shayne

Ellen Singer z”l and Don Simkin
Carol and Irving Smokler

Yael and Micha z"’l Taubman

Pardes would like to thank all of its generous
Annual Campaign donors. Your contributions
strengthen the Jewish people by providing
student scholarships and organizational

support that enable students to have a life-
changing experience studying Jewish texts
in Jerusalem and across the world.

Betty and Bernard Werthan Foundation
Whizin Philanthropic Fund

Scholar

($2,500 +)

Anonymous (3)

Anonymous (3)

Harlene and Henry Appelman
Andi and David Arnovitz

The June Baumgardner Gelbart
Foundation

Nancy and David Brent

Jack Chester Foundation
Deborah Denenberg

Stephen and Marsha Donshik
Kenneth DuBow

The Fraiman Foundation
Jennifer Bayer-Gamulka and Daniel
Gamulka

Rabbi David Gedzelman and Judith
Turner

Caron and Mr. Steven Gelles

Ruth Assal and Dr. Robert Gerwin
Solomon and Julia z"l Green
Ronald and Amy Guttman

Dr. Jan Hackman

Joseph and Anita Hara

Isadore and Yetta Joshowitz Charitable
Foundation

Kelly and Harold Kalick

Laura Krell

Luis and Lee Lainer

Bryna and Joshua Landes

Nathan and Shari Lindenbaum

Noa and Joseph Perez

Dubbi and Elisabeth Rabinowitz
Sanford and Laurayne Ratner Fund of the
Jewish Community Foundation
Shai and Judy Robkin

Steven and Sheira Schacter
The Schuckit Family

Rachel Seiden

Sephardi Centre

Joseph and Marla Shafran

The Nathan and Fannye Shafran
Foundation

The Daniel and Barbara Shapira
Philanthropic Fund of the UJF Foundation
Samuel and Helene Soref Foundation
Toby Ticktin Back

TLK Foundation

Jennifer and Leslie Wagner

Jeremy Werthan

M. Evan Wolkenstein

Meyer Zeifman

Fred Zimmerman and Sharon Bell

Fellow/Alumni Leadership

Minyan ($1,000 +)

Anonymous (6)

Anonymous

Alper Family Philanthropic Fund of the
Jewish Community Foundation

Brigitte Arnall

Rabbi Marc and Jill Baker

The Marla Bennett Memorial Fund of the
Jewish Community Foundation

Colin Berkley and Tamara Litwin

“Learning in Jerusalem with fabulous
teachers has made Pardes an important
priority in our giving. At the end of the
program it was moving to hear how
Pardes was a turning point in students’
lives. Some would go on to graduate
school, some were beginning new jobs,

others were getting married and some had decided to
make aliyah. Clearly Pardes makes a difference in the
lives of young people at a critical time. For adult learners
like myself, the Pardes experience strengthens what we

already knew was important.”

Susan Ain, West Newton, MA (Summer ‘03, ‘06)
has contributed to Pardes for ten consecutive years.



Alison and Edward Bermant

Ricki and Dr. David |. Bernstein

Maxine and Terry Bernstein

Rabbi Noah Bickart and Nadia Kahn
Richard Biller

Robert Blum and Sarah Rindner

Robin and Allen Bodner

Dr. Richard and Merry Bodziner

Jamie and Carrie Bornstein

Shira and Jared Boschan

Michael Burnham

Mark S. Cohen and Roberta Weinstein
Cohen

Neil and Rachel Cohen

Rabbi Darryl Crystal

Eunice and Norm Denenberg

Barbara Mark Dreyfuss

Barbara and Judah Elstein

Jenna and Samuel Englender

Paulayne and Arthur Epstein

Howard and Rebekah Farber

Hersh Felson

Phyllis Shapiro and Martin Flashner
Fox Family Foundation

Murray and Lynn Friedman

Joy & Jerry Monkarsh Family Foundation
Deborah Gaffin and Richard Bennett
Philippe Galaski & Rabbi Joyce Olum-Galaski
Miriam and William Galston

Dorothy and Albert Gellman

Ayelet Rosen and Michael Gillis
Barbara Gochberg and Steven Pretsfelder
David and Amanda (Katz) Goldblatt
Allison and Ned Gordon

Gary and Cari Gross

Larry and Linda Gross

Robert and Dara Grossman

Stephen Grynberg & Susan Winfield Grynberg
Jack Norman Halpern

Michael and Eva Hammelberger

Rabbi Dr. Meesh and Yoni Hammer-
Kossoy

Benjamin Heligman

Jordan and Anne Herzberg

Steven and Ellen Hirsch

Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee

Thomas and Nissa Johanix

Joseph Family Philanthropic Fund of the
Jewish Federation of Greater Miami
Abby Joseph Cohen and David Cohen
Hodie Kahn

Jerome Kaplan/Kaplan Family Charitable
Trust

Randall Kaplan and Kathy Manning
Debbie Kapp

Tzvi Katz

Caroline and Kevin Kelly

Larry and Josie Kluger

Howard and Shirley Kossoy

Rabbi Daniel Landes and Sheryl Robbin
David and Faye Landes

Lee Lasher

Dr. Brian Lester and Shirah Rosin
Irwin and Iliana Levin
Michael Levy and Rise Ain

Dr. Russell Linden and Ms. Jacqueline
Lichtman/The Samuel and Evelyn Linden
Scholarship Fund

The Lipton Family

Sacha Litman

Sheldon and Diana Lutz

Frank and Virginia Maas

Jonathan and Jane Medved
Michael and Carol Mittel

The Panama Street Fund

Ann and Jeremy Pava

Noa and Joseph Perez

Sherwin and Shoni Pomerantz
Shifra and Stephen Pride Raffel
Sharon Reiss-Baker and Tom Baker
Rae Ringel and Amos Hochstein
Carmen Ringelmann

Paul and Sheri Robbins

Sharon and Russell Roberts
Donald & Sylvia Robinson Family
Foundation

Nancy Rose and John Kimmelman
Beverly and Michael Rosenbaum
Rodney and Lynne Rosenblum
Shep and Shari Rosenman

Dr. Phillip and Daphna Ross
Sammy Rubin

Matthew and Shirley Schein

Jonah Schrag

Jeremy Shapira and David Gilinsky
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Shevitz
Michael Simon and Dr. Claire Sufrin
Suzanne and Max Singer

Robert Stark and Marla Comet Stark
Neli and Aron Stavisky

Michael and Rachel Stein

Eddie and Eva Sterngold

Milton and Miriam Waldbaum Family
Foundation

Dr. John and Julie Watkins

Dorith and Mark Weinbaum

Drs. Tova and Joel Weinberg

Dr. Michael Weingart

Melissa Werthan

Nancy Werthan

Arnee R. and Walter A. Winshall
Patti Zetlin

Havruta Partner

($500 +)

Anonymous

Anonymous

Maury and Beverley Alcheck

American Express Charitable Fund
Deborah Anstandig

Philip and Pessy Baskin

Rabbi Neal Borovitz & Ms. Ann Appelbaum
David Brown

Lynn and Jeffrey Coe

David Curiel and Amberly Polidor
Michael Doppelt

Pat and Jim Fingeroth

Rabbi Michelle Fisher

Rabbi Lyle Fishman and Debra Rosenman
Charles and Aviva Freedman

Mark Freedman and Leslie Klein
Richard Friedman and Erica Raphael
Sheila and Dr. Alan Friedman

M. David and Rita Geffen

Diana Geller

Gerber Family Fund

Sarah Gershman-Silverberg and Daniel
Silverberg

Matthew Gershuny

Howard and Jacqueline Gilbert
Andrew Ginsberg

Bruce Goldberger and Esther Sperber
Rebecca Bardach and Eliot Goldstein
Stephanie Green and Ezekiel Vanderhoek
Pam and Matthew Greenwood

Rachel Gross

Helen Harkaspi

Dr. Noa Marion Hemstrom

Graham Hoffman

Maasha and Zvi Inbar

Dr. Laura and Avrom Jacobs

Jewish Charities of America

Susan and Edward Kopelowitz

Gerald and Dina Leener

Dr. Harold Levine

Nancy Lipsey

David Lipton

Jeff Trey and Jessica Lissy

Alan and Jan Margolies

Steven Mazer

David Morris and Elisheva Urbas
Rabbi Leon A. Morris & Dasee Berkowitz
Dr. Daniel and Sandra Moss

Libby Novack

Henry Rabinowitz

Joseph and Eliane Rackman
Victoria Raun

Elliott Rebhun

Joshua and Abby Rocker

The Amy and Bret Scher Family Fund of
the Jewish Community Foundation
Edith and Elihu Schimmel

Marvin and Sandy Schotland
Barry Shimelfarb

Michael and Elizabeth Soroudi
Philip Tallman

Jennifer and Lawrence Trilling
Howard and Kayla Weisband
Michael and Helen Werthan

Adam Winton

Jim and Helen Zukin

Joe Zuritsky

Friend

($180 +)

Anonymous (7)

Anonymous (2)

Molly and Stanley Abramowitz

Rabbi Susan Silverman and Yosef
Abramowitz

Ruth and Michael Adler

Amcha for Tsedakah

Noah and Tamara Arnow

Rabbi Michael Balinsky

Albert and Brenda Banker

Geraldine Bar-El

Joanne Haas Barth

David and Moran Beker

Benjamin Belfer and Michelle Friedman
Susan Berman and Avi Winokur

Rabbi Gordon and Dina Bernat-Kunin
Jody and Brian Blum

Jeremy Brochin & Rabbi Reena Spicehandler
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Shaul Cahlon

Gary Charlestein

Nina and Charles Cohen
Vivienne Cohen

Michael and Josephine Cole
Nancy and Charles Coren

Ruth and Rabbi Moshe Corson
Robert Dale

Richard and Sarah Dine

Marc and Marci Dollinger

Ruth and Martin Dunitz
Stephen Durchslag

Judith and Robert Eichinger
Helena Fantl

Marissa Feinman and Jason Freed
Dr. Baruch and Adina Feldstern
Dr. Reed and Jody Ference
Courtney and Robert Fishman
Tracy Fogel

Herbert and Marianne Friedman Family
Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish Com-
munity Foundation

Dr. Jonathan Fuchs and Dr. Larry Rand
Meg Gerstenblith

The Goldberg Family Philanthropic Fund
of the United Jewish Federation Founda-
tion

Irving and Janice Goldfein

Amy and Howard Goldman

Danny and Ellen Gordon

Tamara Gottstein and Simcha Edell
David and Diane Gould

Rabbi Yitz and Blu Greenberg

Lenny Gross

Ben z"l and Carrie Grossman

Maxine Grossman and Hayim Lapin
Helga Hanelin

Eileen and Tom Head

Barry and Ruth Herman

Noa Heyman and Tim Gore

Jess and Naomi Hordes

Hillis Jaffe Family

Just Give

Shana and Rabbi Shalom Kantor
Abbey and Dr. Leonard Kapelovitz
Yisrael and Batya Kaplan

Lisa Exler and Rabbi Elie Kaunfer
Chanan and Eve Kessler

Rabbi Melissa Klein and Neysa Nevins
Ariella Zeller and Chaim Kram
Kenneth and Felicia Kramarz
Marshall and Hannah Kramer
Myron and Gloria Kramer
Samantha Kur and Evan Hochberg
Alison and Alan Lebovitz

Kim Lerner

Peter Levavi

Livia Levine and Noah Moline
Samuel Levy

Maggie and David Lissy

Baruch and Deborah Littman
Abraham Losice

Laura and Kuti Magid-Aloni

Anna Melman and Ari Bronstein
Dr. Mark and Ilana Meskin

Naomi Michlin

Searle and Deborah Mitnick
Stephen and Dr. Irene Moff
Meredith and David Moles

Robert Murstein

Elaine and Zvi Nixon

James North and Dr. Richard Ruth
Rabbi Mark Novak and Renee Brachfeld
Elliott Oshry

Yakov and Lydia Peretz

Amanda Pogany and Aaron Bisman
Ellen and Walter Poor

David and Helen Pomerantz Pudlin
Leora Pushett

AnneMonique and Edward Rapoport
Yehudit Reishtein

Fern Reiss and Jonathan Harris

David Richman and Linda Siegel Richman
Judy and Steve Richman

David and Aliza Riemenschneider
Ephraim and Nomi Rosen

Steve Rosenberg

Benedict Roth and Sue Gessler Roth
Rabbi Ronald Roth

Joan and Kenneth Saliman

Jamie Salter and Cindy Nathanson
Jonathan Sarna and Ruth Langer
Lieba and Dan Savitt

Shoshanah Schein

Hal and Lenny Schloss

Dr. Gary Schnur and Nancy Gluck

Eric Shafran and Dr. Julie Lieber
Sarene Shanus and Harold Treiber
Rabbi Rona Shapiro and David Franklin
Barry Siegel

Rabbis Eric and Jenny Solomon

Rabbi Peter Stein

Michael Steinman and Rabbi Dorothy
Richman

David and Erica Sudikoff

Temple Beth El of Madison
TripAdvisor Gift Matching Program
Sivie and Nahum Twersky

Susan Wall

Hedva and Michael Weinberg
Daniel Weinreb

Patricia and Rabbi Loel Weiss
Rabbi Edmund and Roberta Winter
Toni and Peter Wiseburgh

Gary and Nina Yarus

Lissa Young

Itay B. Zaidenberg

Robin and Ronald Zalben

Rabbi Misha Zinkow and Rabbi Elka B.
Abrahamson

Shelby Zitelman

Sarah and Avi Zollman

masavon

lsracl Journey

in  Pardes’s

Pardes would like to acknowledge and thank
Masa Israel Journey for its ongoing partnership
and support, including scholarships and grants
that assisted more than 40% of students studying
academic-year
support provides key assistance that enables
Jewish young adults to engage deeply with
Jewish texts and explore Israel within Pardes’s
unique, diverse and supportive community.

programs. This

The Yael & Micha z"l Taubman
Pardes Community Education Program

Short-term classes all year round: www.pardes.org.il/ce
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Online learning powered by Pardes

elmad.pardes.org




by Rabbi

Daniel Landes

ne can only speak of the Pardes faculty
Owith pride. They teach with excellence

and a sense of humor. Generally their
admirers point to three additional factors.

First is the Pardes openness to differing
opinions even (especially!) to the unconventional
and unexpected students’ interpretations.

Second is the faculty’'s sensitivity to where
students are coming from, an
empathic identification even in times
of stress that the encounter of such
difficult material as Torah text may
joltingly provide.

Third, the faculty have a passion for
the material. The passion never ceases
to amaze their students, which is

there even when the teacher assumes
a critical distance in order to assess
how an argument or narrative proceeds
and to judge its effect, logical consistency or
adequacy. Honesty and love bond in a dance of
holy amazement.

All this is true and even an understatement.
But it still shortchanges the strengths of
Pardes teachers. They are all creative scholars
who bring various, differing, yet overlapping
perspectives to their Torah study and teaching.
Each one applies several different perspectives

- "lenses” if you will - to Torah investigation.

They are experts in classical analytical

Talmud methodology (Brisk) and in academic
scholarship, with deep understanding of

the Hebrew Bible, integrating medieval
commentators with informal and contemporary
literary approaches. They are teachers who
also utilize comparative new tools and deep
penetration of Hebrew language and its
grammar. They are teachers who bring social
action concerns and conflict resolution expertise
to Talmudic debate, utilizing psychological
perspectives and coaching ideas to uncover
what happens behind a Biblical or Midrashic

episode. Knowledge of and affinity for Jewish
philosophy, forms and mysticism, mixed with
disciplines such as architecture and poetry, can
unpack the page with impressive results. Add to
this mix expertise in scribal arts, trope and even
circumcision, and the full gamut of Judaism is
opened to our students via our faculty’s Torah
interests. And the beit midrash experience is
further enriched as our teachers’ passions
continue to broaden, open and deepen.
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And this deep, plural-minded and endlessly
fascinating, intoxicating and synthesizing brew
of live Torah sets the tone for Pardes in all that

we do. It cancels out fanaticism of any nature as
it immediately rejects simplemindedness. And it
also sets a pattern for Pardes’s highest skill set
students, who study in the Kollel.

The Kollel has included not only students
who have spent years in Talmud learning,

but also current and future educators [some
via the Pardes Center for Jewish Educators),
engineers (including those with valuable

high tech experience), graduate students
[some with doctorates] in law, linguistics,
philosophy, psychology, gender studies, Eretz
Yisrael expertise and the list goes on. This
allows for fascinating “lenses” to be shared in
understanding the page. It has always amazed
and inspired me to be on my game.

As my high school coach instructed - at Pardes
the faculty and students go wide and go deep.

And we keep our eyes open to follow the ball!

Rabbi Daniel Landes is the Director of Pardes.
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Rabbi Daniel Landes

Director
In March, Rabbi Dr. Levi Cooper led a group of students to Turkey Dr. David I. Bernstein
to work with the Jewish community for five days.The experience dean
. . Joel Weiss
deeply touched students and the local community alike. Chief Operating Officer, Israel
Read more at www.theseandthose.pardes.org/turkey-2015 “D"“:etjf)‘rf;'mncev el

Joshua Chadajo
Executive Director, North America

BOARD OF DIRECTORS,
ISRAEL

Chair: Brian Glenville
Secretary: Jean Balcombe

Deborah Abramowitz
Alan Adler

Toby Ticktin Back
Charlotte Blumenfeld
John H. Corre*

Adam Frank

Daniel Gamulka
Michael Gillis*

Abbie Greenberg
Naomi Neustadter
Sherwin B. Pomerantz
Renee Rabinowitz
Matt Schein

Audrey Kaplan Scher*
Phil Schwartz

David Shalev

Suzanne Singer
Leslie Wagner
Howard Weisband
Libby Werthan*
Moshe Werthan*

Toni Wiseburgh

Past Chair*

Founder: Michael Swirsky
Legal Advisor: Richard Aron

BOARD OF DIRECTORS,
NORTH AMERICA

President: Deborah Shapira
Treasurer: Bryan Kocen
Secretary: Neil Schechter

Thomas K. Barad*

Giti Bendheim

Jack Bendheim

Rabbi David Gedzelman
Francine M. Gordon*
Daniel Krasner

Darell Krasnoff

David Kuney

Mark Levenfus*

David Lonner

Rae Ringel

Selig Sacks*

David Shapira

Michael Stein

Lewis Warshauer

Past President*®

Senator Joseph Lieberman
Honorary Board Member

Design: Natalie Friedman
Cover photo: Yitz Woolf

Full details of all programs and events worldwide are available on

the Pardes website: www.pardes.org.il
. . . Pardes o119
Make a gift to Pardes online: www.pardes.org.il/donate nstiute of Jewsh Studies

POB 8575, Jerusalem 9108402 Israel T+ 97226735210 F + 97226735160 infodpardes.org.il
5 West 37th Street Suite 802, New York NY 10018 USA T+ 1212 447 4333  F + 1212 447 4315  info[dpardes.org




