Post Charlottesville: Can We 7:1‘3‘1
Still Engage in Constructive &Pi
Political Dialogue? ffayc

Rabbi Daniel Roth, PhD and
Rabbi Amy Eilberg

14 ELUL 5777 | SEPTEMBER 5 2017
A Pre-Rosh Hashana Webinar for Rabbis

From the Pardes Rodef Shalom Communities Program




Institute of Jewish Studies

Post Charlottesville: Can We Still Engage in Constructive Political Dialogue? % Pardes 0719

Table of Contents

A. Are there people with whom we cannot or should not engage in constructive political dialogue?..2

PROVEIDS 9:7-8 ...t b e ettt nen 2
Rambam, Hilchot Deot, Chapter 6:9 (d. 1204).......cccccuviririrerieieieieeerese e 2
LEVILICUS 19:17-18.. ettt 2
EXOTUS 23145ttt 2
Rambam Laws of Murder and Preservation of Life 13:14 ..o 2
Mechilta deRashbi, Exodus 23:5 (3rd C&N CE) ....cueveiririririerieieieieesieetesee et 3
Rambam, Mishneh Torah, HIlchot De’ 0t 7:12 .....cccviiiiiiiiiieiieeciee ettt ree e e s 3
Avot deRabbi Natan A, 23, 38a (6th CeN. CE) .....cvviiiriirienieieieeeeeeseeee et 3
B. How can we engage in constructive political dialogue?..........cccveeeeeeiieeeieieee e 4
PROVEIDS 918ttt bttt b ettt ettt b e 4
Genesis Rabbah, 54:3 (6th CEN. CE)...cuvcieieieeeiececeeeeeete ettt st s 4
Rambam, Hilchot Deot, ChapLer 6:6 .........cccveeeriiiieierieeeee ettt st s enees 4
GENESIS 21:9-11 ..ttt 4
Rashi, Genesis 21:9-10 (0. 1105) ....cciiirieerieieiereeiese st este e et ste e ste e s e te e esae e esaesessaensesseeneas 4
Ibn Ezra, GENESIS 21:9 (A. 1167) c.viiveeieeieeeeiteetteste sttt ettt s te et et te st besteesa e besreensesbeensesteesnans 5
The International Critical Commentary, Genesis 21:9 (SKinner, 1910) ........ccceeeeveveeceneeceecreeeene 5
C. Additional Sources: Strategies for Engaging with People We Hate..........cccooovvveeiiieieiecceeecenen, 7
Babylonian Talmud, Berachot 10&..........cceeieieriiiieciereseesie ettt ste e esae s sreeseesneennas 7
Babylonian Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 19a..........ccccvecieriiiecinieiee e 7



Post Charlottesville: Can We Still Engage in Constructive Political Dialogue?

% PardesioT1o
Institute of Jewish Studies

A. Are there people with whom we cannot or should not

engage in constructive political dialogue?

A-1  Proverbs 9:7-8

7 Whoever corrects a mocker invites insults;
whoever rebukes the wicked incurs abuse.

8 Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you;
rebuke the wise and they will love you.
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Are there people we are obligated to hate? If so, how do we relate to them?

A-2  Rambam, Hilchot Deot, Chapter 6:9 (d. 1204)

It is pious behavior if a person who was wronged by
a colleague would rather not admonish him/her or
mention the matter at all because the person who
wronged him/her was very boorish or because he/she
was mentally disturbed, [provided] he/she forgives
the other totally without bearing any feelings of hate
or rebuking him or her. The Torah is concerned only
with those who carry feelings of hate.

A-3  Leviticus 19:17-18

Do not hate your kinsman in your heart. Rebuke
your neighbor that you may not share in his/her guilt.
Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of
your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. | am
Adonai.

A-4  Exodus 23:4-5

When you encounter your enemy’s ox or donkey
wandering, you must take it back to him/her. When
you see the donkey of someone you hate sagging
under its burden and would refrain from raising it,
you must nevertheless raise it with him/her.

A-5 Rambam Laws of Murder and Preservation of Life
13:14
The enemy mentioned in the Torah is a Jew, not from
the nations of the world. One might ask: How is it
possible for one Jew to hate another? Is it not written
[Leviticus 19:17]: "Do not hate your brother in your
heart"? Our sages (Babylonian Talmud, Pesachim
113b) explained that this refers to a person who sees
another violating a transgression and offers rebuke,
but the other did not repent. In such a case, it is a
mitzvah to hate the person until he repents and
abandons his wickedness. Even if he had not yet
repented, if one found him in a panic because of his
burden, it is a mitzvah to unload and reload with him,
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Why should I or might I try to engage the enemy when possible?

A-6

A-7

A-8

instead of leaving him at risk of death, lest he delay
because of financial concern and be put in danger.
For the Torah showed concern for the lives of the
Jewish people, both the wicked and the righteous, for
they are close to God and believe in the essence of
[our] faith, as it is said, "Say to them, ‘As I live’, says
God the Lord, ‘Do I desire the death of a wicked
person? [I desire] that the wicked return from that
path and live.” " (Ezekiel 33:11)

Mechilta deRashbi, Exodus 23:5 (3rd Cen CE)

"If you see the donkey of one who hates you."
(Exodus 23:5). If you subdued your evil inclination
to make your enemy into your friend, | promise that
I will make your enemy into your friend. As it says,
"When a person's ways please God, God brings
peace with his/her enemies.” (Prov. 16:7)

Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot De’ot 7:12

You shall blot [any offenses against you] out of your
mind and not bear a grudge. For as long as one
nurses a grievance and keeps it in mind, one may
come to take vengeance. The Torah therefore
emphatically warns us not to bear a grudge, so that
the impression of the wrong shall be completely
obliterated and no longer remembered. This is the
right principle. It alone makes civilized life and
social interaction possible.

Avot deRabbi Natan A, 23, 38a (6th Cen. CE)
Who is the most heroic of heroes?
One who conquers one’s own inclination to evil.

And some say: one who makes an enemy into a
friend.
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B. How can we engage in constructive political dialogue?

Benefits of engaging in constructive dialogue
B-1 Proverbs 9:8
....rebuke the wise and they will love you.

B-2  Genesis Rabbah, 54:3 (6th Cen. CE)
And Abraham reproved Avimelech (Gen. 21:25).
R. Jose b. R. Hanina said: Tochacha leads to love, as it
says, “Rebuke a wise person, and they will love you.”
(Proverbs 9:8) Such indeed is R. Jose b. Hanina’s view,
for he said: Love unaccompanied by tochacha is not
love. Resh Lakish said: Tochacha leads to peace; hence,
“And Abraham reproved Avimelech.” Such is his view,
for he said: Peace unaccompanied by tochacha is not
peace.

B-3  Rambam, Hilchot Deot, chapter 6:6
When one person wrongs another, the latter should not
remain silent and despise the person .... Rather, s/he is
commanded to make the matter known and ask the person:
"Why did you do this to me?" "Why did you wrong me
regarding that matter?" as [Leviticus 19:17] states: "You
shall surely rebuke your colleague."

Case Study: A difficult dialogue over the banishment of Ishmael
B-4  Genesis 21:9-11
9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom
she had born to Abraham, mesahek. 10 She said to
Abraham: 'Cast out this bondwoman and her son; for the
son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son,
with Isaac.' 11 The matter distressed Abraham greatly,
for it concerned his son.

B-5 Rashi, Genesis 21:9-10 (d. 1105)
mesahek:
Heb. pogn. An expression of idolatry, as it is said (Exod.
32:6):“and they rose up to make merry” (p7%?) Another
explanation: An expression of illicit sexual relations, as it
is said (below 39:17):“to mock (prs?) me.” Another
explanation: An expression of murder, as it is said (Il Sam.
2:14):“Let the boys get up now and sport (1) before us,
etc.” - [from Gen. Rabbah 53:11]
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With my son, etc: From Sarah’s reply, “For the son of this DY NINTN NARN 2 W' K7 D
handmaid shall not inherit with my son,” you learn that he DY 20 'Y Th? NNK 12
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say,” I am the firstborn and should take two portions,” and
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and shoot arrows at him, as it is said (Prove. 26:18): “Like a1 D'pT M nYn7nnd (o
one who wearies himself shooting firebrands, etc. and says: DN 7NUN K70 0K
Am I not joking?” - [from above source]

B-6a Ibn Ezra, Genesis 21:9 (d. 1167) VXD P19 N'UKIL KTV AN
mesahek. For such is the way of any youth. And she Y1 72 2a0m D D pn¥n (V)
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B-6b  The International Critical Commentary, Genesis 21:9 (Skinner, 1910)

It is the spectacle of the two young children playing together, innocent of social distinctions
that excites Sarah's maternal jealousy and prompts her cruel demands.
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Rabbi Amy Eilberg, Director of the Pardes Rodef Shalom Communities Program, a project of the
Pardes Center for Judaism and Conflict Resolution. Amy is the first woman ordained as Conservative
rabbi, an accomplished theorist and practitioner of interfaith and intra-Jewish dialogue, and author of
From Enemy to Friend: Jewish Wisdom and the Pursuit of Peace (Orbis, 2014).

Rabbi Dr. Daniel Roth, Director of the Pardes Center for Judaism and Conflict Resolution. Daniel is a
long-time faculty member of the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies, and teaches core courses on
religion and peacebuilding at Bar-Ilan University and Tel Aviv University conflict resolution
programs.

The Pardes Rodef Shalom Communities Program engages North American synagogues and other
Jewish institutions in the study and practice of the mitzvah of redifat shalom (pursuit of peace) and the
art of mahloket ’'shem shamayim (sacred and constructive disagreement). Through Jewish text study,
training in conflict resolution skills and development of middot (qualities of soul), the program focuses
on conflict resolution in individual, family and community life.

* Rodef Shalom Community Cohort Program (URJ’s Community of Practice - Creating

a Culture of Constructive Conflict)

* The Rabbi as Rodef Shalom Retreat, June 2018

*  Rodef Shalom Rabbi’s Network (closed webinars)

» Scholar-in-Residence Programs

*  9Adar: Jewish Week of Constructive Conflict — Feb 18-24, 2018 - www.9Adar.org

« Coming Soon! Video and Curricular Series on text and skills for talking politics in the

synagogue
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The Pardes Rodef Shalom Communities Program, Pardes Rodef Shalom Schools Program and the
9Adar Project, are initiatives of the Pardes Center for Judaism and Conflict Resolution, part of the
Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies.

For information about PRSC, please contact Rabbi Amy Eilberg at amy@pardes.org.

I{T&a d Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org


http://www.9adar.org/
http://www.pardes.org.il/prsc
http://www.pardes.org.il/prss
http://www.9adar.org/
http://www.pardes.org.il/
mailto:amy@pardes.org
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C. Additional Sources: Strategies for Engaging with People
We Hate

(a) Dialogue, Human Contact

C-2

Midrash Tanchuma, Mishpatim, 2 (MSS Cambridge)
9" Cen. CE

Rabbi Alexandroni said: Two donkey drivers who hated
each other were traveling along the same road. The
donkey of one of them fell down. The other saw it as he
passed by (other versions: but passed him by, after he
had passed by) and said, “It is written in the Torah, ‘if
you see the donkey of the person you hate...”” What
did he do? He returned and helped him load and
escorted him. He began to speak with him: ‘leave it a
little bit here; ‘lift it from there;’ ‘unload it from here.’
By the time he (finally) loaded it with him, they made
peace with one another. The other began to say to
(himself) “I thought he was my enemy. See how he had
compassion on me and my donkey in distress?”” From
this they entered into a road side inn; they ate and drank
together and fell in love with one another.

(b) Prayer

C-3

Babylonian Talmud, Berachot 10a

There were some lawless men living in the
neighborhood of R. Meir, and they used to vex him
sorely. Once R. Meir prayed that they should die.
His wife, Beruriah, exclaimed, "What are you
thinking? Is it because it is written, 'Let sinners cease
from the earth'? But does the text say “hot im”? It
says “hata'im.” See also the end of the verse, 'And
let the wicked be no more' — i.e. when 'sins will
cease,' then 'the wicked will be no more.' Rather pray
that they will repent and they will no longer be
wicked." R. Meir offered prayer on their behalf and
they repented.

(c)Non-violent direct action

C-4

Babylonian Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 19a

R. Tobi b. Mattenah raised the following objection [against the

statement that Megillat Ta’anit has been annulled]: “’On

twenty-eighth [of Adar] came glad tidings to the Jews that they

should not abandon the practice of the Law.” For the

Government [of Rome] had issued a decree that they should

not study the Torah and that they should not circumcise t
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sons and that they should profane the Sabbath. P70 1NN ymy @ aaTmn
What did Judah b. Shammu’a and his colleagues do? They NNX XN'N0AN AXY 17001
went and consulted a certain matron whom all the Roman N7YKR M0 N 71T DY
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notables used to visit. She said to them: “Go and proclaim
[your sorrows] at night time.” They went and called out at

night, crying, “Alas, in heaven’s name, are we not your INIX TAXK X 12 X971 NNIX
siblings, are we not the children of one father and of one AN NNIX NNX OX 12 K91
mother? Why are we different from every nation and tongue, [IW71 NNIX 7201 11N
that you issue such harsh decrees against us?”” The decrees NN'TA N2V 712 DNRY
were thereupon annulled, and that day was declared a feast DI INIKI D701 NIYR
day. 210 DI' ININYY



