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1. Genesis 12:1-3

1) The Lord said to Avram, “Go forth from your native
land and from your father’s house to the land that I will
show you.

2) I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you; I
will make your name great, And you shall be a blessing.

3) I will bless those who bless you and curse him that
curses you; And all the families of the earth shall bless
themselves by you.”

אמֶרא( ומִּמּוֹלַדְתּךְָמֵאַרְצְךָלֶךְ־לְךָאֶל־אַבְרָםה'וַיֹּ
ית ראֶל־הָאָרֶץאָבִיךָומִּבֵּ ׃אֲשֶׁ אַרְאֶךָּ

ךָב( דוֹללְגוֹיוְאֶעֶשְׂ לָהוַאֲבָרֶכְךָגָּ מֶךָוַאֲגַדְּ וֶהְיֵהשְׁ
רָכָה׃ בְּ

לְךָמְבָרְכֶיךָוַאֲבָרֲכָהג( לבְךָוְנִבְרְכוּאָאֹרומְּקַלֶּ כֹּ
פּחְֹת הָאֲדָמָה׃מִשְׁ

Rabbinic Approaches
Part A

2. Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Ketubot 110b

Anyone who resides in Eretz Yisrael is considered as one who has
a God, and anyone who resides outside of Eretz Yisrael is
considered as one who does not have a God. As it is stated: “To
give to you the land of Canaan, to be your God.” (Leviticus 25:38)
And anyone who resides outside of Eretz Yisrael has no God?
Rather, this comes to tell you that anyone who resides outside of
Eretz Yisrael is considered as though he is engaged in idol
worship.
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לארץבחוצההדרוכלאלוה,לושיש
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שאינווכלכה:לח()ויקראלאלהים."
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3. Tosefta, Avoda Zara, 4:3

A person should always live in the Land of Israel, even in a town
in which the majority of inhabitants are Gentiles, and not live
abroad, even in a town in which all the inhabitants are Jews.
This teaches that living in the Land weighs as much as all of the
commandments. Anyone who is buried in the Land of Israel is
buried under the altar.

בעירואפילוישראל,בארץאדםישרה
ואפילולארץ,בחוצהולאגוים,שרובה
שישיבתמלמדישראל.שכולהבעיר
מצוותכלכנגדשקולהישראלארץ

קבורישראלבארץהקבורוכלשבתורה
המזבח.תחת

Part B

4. Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Brachot 8a

Rav Hisda said as follows: What is the meaning of the verse:
“The Lord loves the gates of Zion [Tziyyon] more than all the
dwellings of Jacob”? (Psalms 87:2) This means that the Lord
loves the gates distinguished [metzuyanim] through the study
of halakha more than the synagogues and study halls.

Rabbi Hiyya bar Ami said in the name of Ulla: Since the day
the Temple was destroyed, the Holy One, Blessed be He, has
only one place in His world, the four cubits of the halakha.

שעריה׳"אהבדכתיבמאיחסדארבאמר
פז:ב()תהיליםיעקב"?משכנותמכלציון

יותרבהלכההמצוייניםשעריםה׳אוהב
מדרשות.ומבתיכנסיותמבתי

משמיהאמיברחייארבידאמרוהיינו
לואיןהמקדשביתשחרבמיוםדעולא:
ארבעאלאבעולמוהואברוךלהקדוש

בלבד.הלכהשלאמות

5. Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Megillah 29a

They were exiled to Babylonia, and the Divine Presence went with
them, as it is stated: “For your sake I have sent to Babylonia'' (Isaiah
43:14). So too, when, in the future, they will be redeemed, the Divine
Presence will be with them, as it is stated: “Then the Lord your God will
return with your captivity” (Deuteronomy 30:3). It does not state: He
will bring back, i.e., He will cause the Jewish people to return, but
rather it says: “He will return,” which teaches that the Holy One,
Blessed be He, will return together with them from among the various
exiles. The Gemara asks: Where in Babylonia does the Divine Presence
reside? Abaye said: In the synagogue of Huzal and in the synagogue
that was moved and resettled in Neharde’a.

שנאמרעמהןשכינהלבבלגלו
למענכםיד(מג,)ישעיהו
כשהןואףבבלהשלחתי
עמהןשכינהליגאלעתידין
ה'ושבג(ל,)דבריםשנאמר
לאוהשיבשבותךאתאלהיך
מלמדושבאלאנאמר

מביןעמהןשבשהקב"ה
אבייאמרהיכאבבבלהגליות

ובבידהוצלכנישתאבבי
בנהרדעא.ויתיבדשףכנישתא
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Contemporary Approaches to the Meaning of Land

6. On the Law of War and Peace, written by the Dutch jurist Hugo Grotius in 1625

The property of subjects is under the eminent domain of the state, so that the state or those who
act for it may use and even alienate and destroy such property, not only in the case of extreme
necessity, in which even private persons have a right over the property of others, but for ends of
public utility, to which ends those who founded civil society must be supposed to have intended
that private ends should give way. But, when this is done, the state is bound to make good the
loss to those who lose their property.

7. Letter from a Cherokee named Aitooweyah to the Principal Chief of the
Cherokees, named John Ross, 1830

"We, the great mass of the people think only of the love we have to our land for...we do love the
land where we were brought up. We will never let our hold to this land go...to let it go it will be like
throwing away...[our] mother that gave...[us] birth."
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