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Introduction

The 9Adar Project: Jewish Week of Constructive Conflict seeks to cultivate the culture
of constructive conflict and healthy disagreement across personal, political, and
religious divides. The project does this through promoting public awareness around the
annual Jewish Week of Constructive Conflict which occurs from the 2™ through the 9™
of the Hebrew month of Adar.

This document is an attempt to tell the story of the 9™ of Adar directly through the
sources. On virtually every aspect of the story, the sources themselves are full of
disagreement, and this document addresses the sources through these various
disagreements.

An understanding of disagreements for the sake of Heaven (mahloket I'shem
shamayim/oow aw npY2nn) is recommended. See the G-dCast video and sources for
"Disagreements for the Sake of Heaven".

The Pardes Center for Judaism and Conflict Resolution Presents

DISAGREEMENTS

FOR THE

L SKe - HEAVE

Written and Narrated by Daniel Roth

This document is not comprehensive nor is it meant to be a lesson plan or stand-alone
lesson. It does, however, contain some guiding questions that can be used in an adult
education setting. For more information, see www.9Adar.org.

The 9Adar Project is a project of the Pardes Center for Judaism and Conflict
Resolution, part of the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies.


http://www.9adar.org/
file://PARDES10/Data/_New%20Tree/PCJCR/PROGRAMS/9Adar/2016%209Adar/9Adar%20Study%20Guide%202016/elmad.pardes.org.il/g-dcast
http://www.9adar.org/
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Disagreement #1.:

What exactly happened on the 9" of Adar?
Perhaps the most authoritative source that mentions the 9" of Adar is Rabbi Yosef
Karo’s Shulchan Aruch. Read this source carefully. What is clear and unclear

about this day?

Shulchan Aruch, Laws of Fasts (580) NN "7n 0N NIX YNV In71Y
(Rabbi Yosef Karo, 1488-1575, Spain/Land of Israel) opn
These are the days that tragedies befell our NNY DN IWA'RY DM 19X
forefathers, and it is worthy to fast on them.... On | _pna nynny ux n'miny
the 9" (of Adar) Beit Shammai and Hillel NI RO 1AL I79m (1K) 1201
disagreed. Hha

The commentaries on the Shulchan Aruch disagreed over what was the nature of
the disagreement between Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel that day that would merit
a fast day.

Explanation #1
Rabbi Mordechai Yaffe (1530 — 1612, Poland) in his commentary on the Shulchan
Aruch, the Levush, writes the following:

Levush, Orach Chayim, 580 opn 'o n"Ix wIaY?
(R. Mordechai Yaffe,1530-1612, Poland) (1"719 ,1612—1530 ,no' 1IN )
On the ninth [of Adar], Beit Shammai and Beit 'NNW N2 17N (TR) 12 'va
Hillel disagreed with one another, and since a nYo11 'RIN1 AT 7Y AT Y70 Nl
machloket [disagreement] fell between the 9"VUX 7XIW' 'dN 2 NpInn
scholars of Israel, even though their disagreement | n"n ,x'n n'nw DW7 DNIF7NNY
was for the sake of heaven, nevertheless the (n7'2n1 0n) 1"N NIMN N'ww
Torah had become, G-d forbid, as if it was two No "1 TNI0 '722) NNIN MY
Torahs, this one forbids and this one permits, this NTI NN NTI0IR NTY ('Y
one declares a matter impure, and the other DIY |'VTI' |'RI 7N0N DT XNLN
declares it pure, and no law is known completely. NIX DI KIN NN T
Behold this is like a tragic day and we fast on it. .12 ynni

The following is the early rabbinic source which Rabbi Yaffe seems to be
connecting to the events of the 9™ of Adar. What is the nature of ‘disagreement’
(machloket) according to these sources?

Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 88b 2"y N9 |"MTNo a2
(also Tosefta Sotah, 14:9) (V: T hVIo XNOOINA |dI1)
Rabbi Yossi said: Originally there were not many "N X7 N7'NNn ‘o1’ "2 Nk
disagreements in Israel, but one Beit Din of N X7X 78w nzi7nn 'an
seventy —one members sat one at the entrance of [AWI* TNXI DWW 7Y |'T
the Temple Mount....A question was then put N7RY N7RYI L NN oW
before them. If they had a tradition thereon, they ,0N7 NNX IYyNY DX ,0N"19]

2



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shulchan_Aruch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_ben_Ephraim_Karo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orach_Chayim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mordecai_Yoffe

Pardes o110

Institute of Jewish Studies

The 9Adar Project
(. | 1TN2 YWD D7D

[ WWW.9ADAR.ORG

stated it; if not, they took a vote. If the majority 27 ."aNY7 "IV IX7 DNI
voted “unclean” they declared it so; if “clean” they [NLNN 121 ,INNV D'ARLAN
ruled it so. But when the students of Shammai and INAY "T'7N nwn NN
Hillel, who insufficiently studied, the number of 127 DX 7D 1wnw X 7901
disagreements multiplied in Israel, and the Torah NN N'WYaLL7RIW Npinn
became as two Torahs. JININ 'MYd

Explanation #2
As mentioned, not all commentaries agreed with the Levush’s explanation as to
the nature of the disagreement that took place on the 9™ of Adar.

Elivah Rabba, Orach Chayim 580:7 IN'7X8 M) T:9pN N0 DAY NMIN
(Rabbi Eliyahu Shapiro (1660-1712, Prague) 2V win'o A9 ,1712 — 1660 ,x1'ov
On the (9th) of Adar they disagreed: And (W"wn
three thousand of the students died... And so D'OYX 2 17011 .11 17N 12 '0a
| found it (written) in Megilat Ta’anit. * XN NYANA KN ))...0TMYNNN

2IND 'MXYN
Aruch HaShulchna, Orach Chayim, 9N [N'0 D''N NIIX NIV 1INy
580 nval DI7wUN 1'7Y 1127 Nwn NN TR '
On the 9" of it (Adar) Beit Shammai and 12 NYWN1 [OY] [IYXRI 1TRA KN 1'YN
Beit Hillel disagreed and the matter was XYY NP QTR NN WM R
difficult for Israel and they decreed a fast :NT 2y nyn N1l
day on this.?

! Rabbi Shapiro’s source for “and three thousand of the students died” seems to be from his
version of Megilat Ta’anit Batra. While these words do not appear in printed versions of this later,
Gaonic, section of Megilat Ta’anit, they do appear in several of its manuscripts. See Neubauer,
Mediaeval Jewish Chronologies (Oxford: Claredon Press, 1895), 24 (Ms Bodleian Library: Mich.
260 [Catalogue, No. 902, beg.]). See also Shlomit Elitzur, Lamah Tzamnu? Megilat Ta’anit Batra
ve reshimat tzomot hakrovot lah, Jerusalem, 2007, p. 200, n. 19 who cites several other
manuscripts of Megilat Ta’anit Batra which add that “three thousand of their students” died that day.
> Rabbi Eliezer ben Yoel HaLevi (1140-1225, Germany) writes: “On the ninth [of
Adar] they decreed a fast day because Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel disagreed,

and that day was as difficult as the day the [golden] calf was made.”



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah_Spira
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What exactly happened in the attic of Hezkiyah b. Gorion?
Study the following Mishnah (2" century CE, Land of Israel). What is clear and

unclear about this source?

Mishnah Shabbat 1:4

And these are some of the regulations enacted in
the attic of Hananiah b. Hezkiyah b. Gorion, when
the rabbis came to visit him. They did a roll call and

found that the disciples of Shammai were more
numerous than those of Hillel, and they enforced
eighteen regulations on that day.

T:X NIV NIvn
N"7Y2 NNRY NN N 19XI
17VWD [IMI1A |2 N'7Th |2 NN
7V 'NNY N2 120111 Ny
(Mwy nmmw) n"1 770 na
.01 N oNaT

How did Beit Shammai succeed in enforcing the law in accordance with their
opinion on that day, according to the Babylonian Talmud?

Babylonian Talmud, 17a

They (Beit Shammai) thrust a sword into the
study house and declared: “Whoever wants to
enter may enter, but no one may leave!” And
on that day Hillel sat in submission before
Shammai, like one of the disciples, and it was
as wretched for Israel as the day on which the
[golden] calf was made.

X"y 1T navw'a

YITNN N2 27N IXY1 0N IMIXI
".RX' 7R RXI'NI1 0121 0101n" NNNI
197 AWl 190 770 ' 0N NI
D'T'N7NN [N TNRD 'RNY

DI'D XYY DNY7 YR "2TR DI
S2un 1 nwvay

How did they do so according to the Jerusalem Talmud?

Jerusalem Talmud, Shabbat 1:4 (3c)

That day was as wretched for Israel as the day
on which the [golden] calf was made.

It was taught in the name of Rabbi Yehoshua
Oniya:

The students of Beit Shammai stood below them
and began to slaughter the students of Beit
Hillel.

It was taught: Six of them ascended and the
others stood over them with swords and lances.
Rav Avoon, Rav Judah in the name of Shmual:
We read ‘The eighteen (decrees) even a greater
(Bet Din) cannot abrogate, because they were
ready to give their lives for them.

(2"y 1) T:Xx naw mhwin:

DI XYY Dwp oo NI
Sy >}V a Win B 1) V517]

IN'IIN YYIN' 20 (MY) XN
nounn N7 1ITAY 'RNY N1 TN
N L5990 T i i
[NV 1Ty IRWNL 7Y [N nwY
...0D'NNMAI NN

N7 Nmwy nwa ATIN' 20 AR QN
7w A 7027 00 T Nav) nw
RN ,N""7 yIn K78 (DX T N2
19N 702N 'K 71IMA 17'oX N™' N2
JNMIYo1] |07 NTayY



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shabbat_(Talmud)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hananiah_b._Hezekiah_b._Garon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talmud
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem_Talmud
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How to understand the Jerusalem Talmud: What exactly did Beit Shammai do to
Beit Hillel? The commentaries on the Jerusalem Talmud disagreed.

Korban Edah, Jerusalem Talmud 1:4

Rabbi David ben Naftali Hirsch Frankel (1707-1762,
Berlin)

“And they began to slaughter the students of Beit Hillel”
— Only if they (Beit Hillel) wanted to go up [to vote],
however G-d forbid, they did not [actually] kill anyone,
SO it seems to me.

,777219 TIT " 2TV Qg
(r'na 1762 - 1707

nwv mYvwn' 7y wno

(2"y a) T:x

= "2 T2 an 1l
7AX NIVYT 'Y 1R
NN 1270 X7 DI7WI ON

Ryl gh!
Pney Moshe, Jerusalem Talmud 1:4 = 1714 . n"nn_awn ") awn 129
Rabbi Moshe Margalit nav mhwn' 2 wino (kv 1781
(1710-1780, Lithuania) X'®
‘That day’- ... because Beit Shammai killed . PE D InIR"
students of Beit Hillel, as we will see further | 770 N M2 a0 'Ry N2 1My
on. Nahraae)



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_ben_Naphtali_Fr%C3%A4nkel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses_Margolies
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There are many disagreements over what exactly were the 18 things Beit Hillel
and Beit Shammai disagreed over. According to Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai (2™

century, Land of Israel)?®

Jerusalem Talmud, Shabbat, 1:4 (3C)*

Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai taught: On that day they
decreed - (1.) on their (non- Jews) bread, (2.) on
their cheese, (3.) on their wine, (4.) on their
vinegar, (5.) on their sauces, (6.) on their (cooking)
salts, (7.) on their pickled food, (8.) on their boiled
(foods), (9.) on their salts, (10.) on their spelt, (11.)
on their ground foods, (12.) on their fish, (13.) on
their language, (14.) on their testimony, (15.) on
their gifts, (16) on their sons, (17.) on their
daughters, (18.) on their first (born).

(2"y 1) T:X naw v

INTA DI AN IYAY Y N
(3) ma2a w1 (2) Mo 7y(1)
1] (5) |xnIn u1 (4) v 2w
7 (7) j0xm w1 (6) [|N'x

v1 (9) |n'm7w w1 (8) |n'wind
(11) n'nn w1 (10) i
10'0N 1 (12) nz'nwn w1
[Nty 2ui (14) [jiw'? 2v1] (13)
[N 7y (16) [n'minnn 7vi (15)
2v1 (18) |n'nima 2w (17)

A lalkhat

3 For alternative lists of the 18 matters see, Babylonian Talmud 13b-17b, and Kehati Commentary
on Mishnah Shabbat 1:4. According to these alternative lists, the vast majority of the 18 relate to
matters of purity, and only the last few relate to distancing Jews from non-Jews.

4 There are several disagreements amongst the commentaries regarding how to translate what

each of these decrees refer to exactly.



https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%AA%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%93_%D7%99%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%AA%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%93_%D7%99%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%99
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In the generation after the destruction of the Temple (70CE), there was a
disagreement between Rabbi Eliezer (associated with Beit Shammai) and Rabbi
Joshua (associated with Beit Hillel) regarding how to liken the day of the 18
decrees (the 9th of Adar). What are they arguing over?®

Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 153b

(based on Soncino Translation)

It was taught,

Rabbi Eliezer said:

On that day® they overfilled the measure;’

Rabbi Joshua said:

On that day they made the measure deficient.®

It was taught, As an illustration, what does Rabbi
Eliezer's view resemble?

A basket full of cucumbers and gourds: a man
puts mustard [grain] therein and it holds it.’

As an illustration, what does Rabbi Joshua's view
resemble?

A tub full of honey: if one puts pomegranates and

nuts therein, it [the tub] overflows.™®

2"y 2 nav "2

XN

IUTA DI 1A NIKTYR 20
.NNRO

.NKRO 17NN DI 12 NIR YYIN' 2N
NX'1n

20017 2T NN ATYYR T wn
DTR -['VI7?"TI 'RIY'P AR'M NOI77
JPTNN R'17TIN NDINY nn
?0n1IT 2T NN ywin' AT wn
N2INYT NI WAT NR7N NNy
RN X' DTIARI DINN

> For recipes of how to cook the foods mentioning in this source, See David Berman, “Cook/Eat (se’udah)
for 9 Adar, the Jewish day of Constructive Conflict”, Time of Israel, February 16, 2014,
6 When they entered the upper chambers of Hezekiah b. Garon for the eighteen enactments, v. supra

13b.

7 They did well in enacting so many preventive laws, thereby safeguarding Israel from transgression.
8 Or, they just leveled the measure. Le., they imposed so many prohibitions as to defeat their own
object, for by a reaction Israel would be more likely to sin now than hitherto.

9Though full it is still capable of receiving more.
10Lit., 'it spews forth' — some of the honey itself.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eliezer_ben_Hurcanus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joshua_ben_Hananiah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joshua_ben_Hananiah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talmud
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/cookeat-seudah/
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/cookeat-seudah/
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How and why did Karaites and Rabbis in medieval times disagree over the
possibility of a violent conflict between Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai?

Solomon ben Yerucham
(10th cen. Karaite)

And the Pitomi (R. Sa’adya Gaon, 892- 942, Babylonia)
denied (this, claiming) that there was no war or killing of
one another between Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel. And |
brought the Talmud of the people of the Land of Israel, and
opened up the laws where this incident is mentioned

there !

oniN' Ja jin70
,JINA N'"TYO 21) "MIN'SN WNdN 12|

2 N X7 (721,942 — nvn ,882
IN NANM 990 N2 Al my na
TN MRaNl JNXP7 DNXE NNy
XY YIX 'WIRT WX TVIN 0TO
701 (NWynN) NTY NIR7nn 'NNNoI
N

Sahal, Tochachat Meguleh
(10th Cen. Karaite)

And how is it acceptable to go on the path of the masses on
all matters, and the Torah states “Do not go after the masses
to do evil.” And also after the end of the time period of
prophecy the hand of the leaders was firm and conflicts
increased between Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai, and they
killed each other until the nation was killed in accordance to

their desires, and as it was good in their eyes.

n71an NNdIN 700

75 7y 0'aNN 0T NOY7 WD NI
NN X?" NIk DImniENITIN
MNX DAl ".nIy1%? 0N N

T DNWR X2 ITH NRNN

N2 2 NRI7NNN N2 DANINN
1787 17x% 12001 ,770 N2l 'kny
AWND DXOND DY 1AM MWK TV
.DN"2'W 210 NN

How did the Rambam, portray the events of that day?

Rambam, Commentary on Mishnah
Shabbat 1:3

(Rabbi Moses ben Maimon, 1135, Spain -1204, Egypt)
And a great gathering of occurred there, of the
students of Shammai and Hillel, and there
was not left any one of that generation who
was worthy of teaching that was not there.
And they counted, and there was more of Beit
Shammai....And Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel
aligned their opinions on that day regarding
the eighteen laws, and no disagreement fell
between them not even on one of them..

AIN NIV ,.MYn) ¥iN's n"ann

ANWI X71,7701 'K T nn 71ma yiatp ow nn
L1101 ;DY X¥N1 X7¢ AXINT IRY MmN IR
N2 NILN? DAY INK ANALNE 'RAY N2 I

D710 'KNY NAL.AT 12N NNTNA AT 77D MRy
07NIN1 DI'N INIK2 NNTA YWY NI 17X 7V 1InDon
770 Nl1'RNY N HYINLE AT YWY iy N7,
DN 0791 X71 NI270 YWY NiMYA D' ININA

NN WY NIMWA 1177011 . [Nn DNRA 17'9X NpI7NNn
770 Nn'a Xnw 2NN NN X7 YT'Y T N2 121 K71
1100 'NNY N 'TNNN TNNY TWORY 197 AN
"NNY ND N0 770 N mnnn Ik 790 nao

1 See B. Ratner, Ahavat Zion ve Yerushalim, J.T. Shabbat, Vilna, 1901, p. 24-25.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karaite_Judaism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon_ben_Jeroham
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maimonides
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Disagreement #6:

When did the events of 9" of Adar take place?

Jewish historians disagreed over when exactly these events took place, and how
can they be reconciled with the peaceful relationship of “Disagreements for the
sake of Heaven” between Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai.

H. Graetz, History of the Jews Volume ii, chapter 9 (First published 1872 -1875, English
edition, 1893), page 270

[Graetz dated the events to roughly the year 66CE, on the eve of the Great Revolt].

To cut off every link between them (Jews and non-Jews), the followers of the School of
Shammai proposed erecting a barrier which should effectively prevent any communication, by
prohibiting the Judeans in future from buying wine, oil, bread, or any other articles of food from
their heathen neighbors. These regulations were known under the name of “The Eighteen
Things.” Religious fervor and political zealotry, in those stormy times, always accompanied
each other. The Hillelites, more moderate in their religious and political views, could not agree
to such sharply defined exclusiveness, but when the Synod was called together to decide upon
the laws before mentioned, the Zealots proves all-powerful. Eleazar ben Ananias, probably the

leader of the Zealots, who was himself a teacher of the Law, invited the disciples of both
schools to meet in his house. Armed soldiers were placed at the door and were directed to
allow everyone to enter but no one to go out, and during the fiery discussions that were carried
out there, many of the school of Hillel are said to have been killed. On account of these
decrees of the school of Shammai were brought forward and agreed to, the 9" of Adar, was

regarded as a day of misfortune. *2

Zecharias Frankel Darcheh HaMishnah, 1859, pp. 55-56.

=54 'ny ,nawnn 17T ,2;7219 2OT

And behold, until the days of Hillel and Shammai
disagreements of the law did not spread, and even Hillel
and Shammai did not disagree except for on three or four
matters.... And after the death of Shammai, disagreements
increased and the flame of conflict was ignited, and anger
and rage increased in the hearts of Beit Shammai. And this
normally occurs when there is the inception of new
opinions. And Beit Shammai went even further than
Shammia himself who stood firmly against Hillel and they
attempted to reject Beit Hillel (and even Hillel himself) from
practicing (Jewish law) in accordance to their rulings. They
also rose up upon them with swords and spears to

55

NLWONI X7 'RNWI 770 M Ty NNl
N7 'Nnwl 790 Dar,Nd7Na npinn
...DMT ' T IXN 2 DR D 1IP7M
NIPI7NNN 127N 'RKNY NN NNI
QX NN7YN1 N2INN WX Nanmal
MNTaNT? N W' TN 2% nni
[NUDNA M NIYTN DIYT NIT2N
T2 [N 272 nnnl nXag 1y
2V 1tMon w"al .nanx nyT Y2va
770 T21 QIn2 TRy "'WUX DY NN
(mxy 770 nx Da1) "2 NINTY 1IWpal

12 Most historians today disagree with Frankel that originally Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai had a
destructive disagreement and only later did it become more constructive, and agree with Gretz that
until the Great Revolt against Rome (66 — 70 CE) when the events of the 9" of Adar took place,
their relationship was very good. This disagreement reflected deep ideological and political divides
between those who believed in making peace with Rome, Beit Hillel, and those who believed in
revolting against Rome, Beit Shammai. For a complete summary of academic sources see Yisrael

Ben-Shalom, Beit Shammai (Hebrew), Yad Ben Zvi, 1993, p. 253, n. 7.



https://archive.org/stream/historyofje02grae#page/270/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/historyofje02grae#page/270/mode/2up
http://www.hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=31828&st=&pgnum=62
http://www.hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=31828&st=&pgnum=62
http://www.hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=31828&st=&pgnum=62
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eliminate the opposing opinion and to establish the law as
seemed right in their eyes.... But over the course of time
Beit Shammai returned from their rigid way, and returned to
their hearts that not through force a person should be
victorious when dealing with Torah for its own sake, rather
through thoughtful negotiation. And permission is granted
to anyone to research, teach and express his opinion.

Then the peace between Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel was
re-strengthened, and they treated themselves in
brotherliness and friendship.

NP Dal ,DN270 'D 7V NIwy'm
NYT N'Awn? 0'Nnal N2
N Nd7nN 0PN 07NN
v"1 Qv 0IvwnN NiANAl...0N'Ya
D D17 7V A'WNL ... NYUPN DNYTN
NNINQ 70IVN WX 122 NDA KY
,N1 7¢ NI KwUnN2 DX D nnw?
NIYAT? 21N 727 nama niwnnl
D1 DI7YUN PTNN] TX NYT NHNYI
NINK DT T a0 AE,N" |l
vl

Isaac Hirsch Weiss, Dor Dor VeDorshav | 1871, pp. 175 —
176

The timing of these events (of valance between the two
houses) was in the generation before the destruction (of the
Temple), at a time that they no longer related to one another
in peace and brotherhood, as it had been in the beginning.
For in the beginning of the formation of the houses (of Hillel
and Shammai), they treated each other in peace and
friendship, and after some time their opinions became divided
also in regards to their attitudes towards to government (of
Rome). Beit Shammai were opposed to the government and
their hand was with the zealots, and Beit Hillel held
themselves from rebelling and succumbed to the Romans.
And the disagreement over this brought forth enmity between
them, and this enmity spread and also their disagreements
over the law. And therefore we can understand the reason
that brought about the rabbis of the two houses to rise up in
anger upon against each other at that assembly (in the attic of
Ben Gorion). And we know also close to when the assembly
(the conflict over the 18 decrees) took place, for it was not
long after Agrippa | (12 BCE — 44CE) passed away when the
zealots became banned together in force against Rome. And
even if we say that this assembly didn’t take place in the time
of Chaniniah ben Chizkiah rather in the days of his son, Elazar
who was one of the leaders of the zealots (according to
Graetz), in any event, it is clear that from the time that Beit
Shammai joined with the zealots and their hand was with
them, from that time the peace between them (Beit Hillel and
Beit Shammai) was broken and it turned to enmity and strife
all day.

J'WNITI T IT 01 W'D pny!
176 - 175 'ny

[MNXN 1T D' DTN NYYnNn At
1AN1 X7 QWK Ny ,[20INN 197w
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,NIYI21 DI7wW2 278 7R 12N

DA DN'NIYTA 177T2) AT INKYI
Nn7unnn Nny7 naxn n1'n1a

DY DT N7WUNAN 'Tan 1IN W'
NTNN NNNWN n"ar,nwapn
NIYTN P17'NI D'NN 197 1Yl
TINTI DN NAR T721I0 N

7V D2 NLUYWONN NA'RN

['21 >"yI,0'' T2 DANIRP7NN
D'NIN 'MON MANIPNN TWX N10N
K N2 N7 T DR NIND Ty
,TVIN AT DR 2N'72 |2 02 Nyl
NN MNX 1D X7 Nya i D
INXYNN TWKRA [IYRIN 09NN
Ta1 TV NN 12NNNY7 D'RI7N
N'N X7Y NN OX DAl .D'ANN
NN N'PTN 2 N1IN 'R TYIN AT
TNX NN RINY ITYIR 12 '
NN A"N yyIa) 0'XaEn 'wXRn
[ATN MY XIN V7NN NIXT 701 (26
D'NIZN NX (YN N W' uUNR
VYI5N TNN 02 DY |IDN DT 'Y
NN NA'R? 1901 DN DIZWN
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Disagreement #7:
What day is the “fast of Hillel and Shammai”?

Most traditional rabbinic sources say the fast of the Hillel and Shammai took place
on the 9" of Adar, such as the following source accredited with being the earliest

to mention this.

Hilchot Gedolot, Laws of TishaB’Av 1) a2 aywn ’7a NI7Ta NN

(Rabbi Shimon Kayyara, 9" Cen. Babylonia)
These are the days that one fasts on from the
Torah....

(722 ,9 nxn xR jIvnw
[N DN [2VNNY DM 17K
N1 (OTX) 2 AYYN....NINN

On the 9" of the month (Adar), they decreed a fast day NI 'NNY N IR7MY 7V Nyn

because Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai had conflict with
each other.

N7 0OV AT 770

However other early rabbinic sources found in the Cairo Geniza, ‘disagree’, and

mention other dates:*®

R. Pinchas HaCohen, Hymn for Sanctifying the Months,

YIT'y? OI'9 ,[Ndn ON19 A1

Adar

(mid. 8™ century)

Purim we do on it/ the fast of Hillel and Shammai on the third
of it (Adar).

27N ,(17 n11v) n'ne

(8 axn)

/1A oMip n'7'ani 0'wiy DI
A nwi?wa kvl Y70 oIy

Fragment from Land of Israel Prayer Book

(pre-9™ Century)

On the fourth of Adar a dispute erupted between the
students of Shammai and Hillel and many were killed.

axn) "N IT'0a N 'Y
9

NPI7NN 01791 1T NYIINA
DNN TANI 7701 My TN
.N2N

Megilat Ta’anit mss Cambridge 8

87 "> Xxana nayn Xn'1'an

And so on the 7" of the first Adar, our rabbis NIYN 11NN N IYRIN TR T DI
decreed a fast on the machloket of Hillel and NYIY 1M1 'RNYIL 790 npi7nn 7y

Shammai. And three thousand of their students
died, and fast.

.NIXI DN'T'N7NN D'97X

13 See Shlomit Elitzur, Lamah Tzamnu? Megilat Ta’anit Batra ve reshimat tzomot hakrovot lah,

Jerusalem, 2007, p. 201.
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Prayer at the End of the Studying about the 9" of Adar
R. Yosef Karo notes the fast of the 9th of Adar was most likely never
commemorated. Nevertheless, he deemed it important enough to mention,
perhaps with the hope that one day we would learn something valuable from it.

Rabbi Yosef Karo,

Beit Yosef, Orach Chayim 580

All of these days (including the 9™ of Adar)
written in this section... | have never seen or
heard of anyone whose custom it is to fast on
them.

97N |N'0 D''N NIIX 9oI' '
NT |N'02 DAIMdN 178N DM D
m 'Myny X71 071yn MR X7
.0DN2 NNRYNNYT anv

All rabbinic sources that mention these fast days including the 9th of Adar
conclude the section with the following as a hope for the future.

How is the 9™ of Adar (as well as other fast days) described as being in the

future?

Hilchot Gedolot, Laws of TishaB’Av
(Rabbi Shimon Kayyara, 9" Cen. Babylonia)

AYYUN NRY7A NI7ITA DR
.9 NNn ,X1'g [Iynv 1) axa

In the future, The Holy One Blessed Be He, will turn these days (2
into days of rejoicing and happiness as it is said (Jeremiah [291N7 N"apn T'NY RIA7 TNY7?
31:12) “for | will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort nMY) 'NIY NNNYI IwY?

them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow.”

"Jlww? 07N moontl' (AuNY

What can we do to help turn this day into a day of be done in order to turn this day

into a day of rejoicing and happiness?

Join the 9Adar Project: Jewish Week of Constructive Conflict! See www.9Adar.org

14 398 'y ;1972 amrnoT'n nrtnn 'R 10, niim nnn
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