Vayechi 5781: A vessel to hold blessing at the end

Bereshit 47:28-31
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Jacob lived seventeen years in the land of Egypt, so that the span of Jacob’s life came to one
hundred and forty-seven years. And when the time approached for Israel to die, he summoned
his son Joseph and said to him, “Do me this favor, place your hand under my thigh as a pledge of
your steadfast loyalty: please do not bury me in Egypt. When | lie down with my fathers, take me
up from Egypt and bury me in their burial-place.” He replied, “I will do as you have spoken.”
And he said, “Swear to me.” And he swore to him. Then Israel bowed at the head of the bed.

Mishna Oketzin 3:12
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: In the world to come the Holy One, Blessed be He, will make
each righteous person inherit three hundred and ten worlds, for it is written: *That | may cause
those that love me to inherit yesh (numerical value of; and that | may fill their treasuries"
(Proverbs 8:21. Rabbi Shimon ben Halafta said: the Holy One, Blessed be He, found no vessel
that could contain blessing for Israel save that of peace, as it is written: "The Lord will give
strength unto his people; the Lord will bless his people with peace” (Psalms 29:11).

Bereshit 48:8-11
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Noticing Joseph’s sons, Israel asked, “Who are these?”” And Joseph said to his father, “They are
my sons, whom God has given me here.” “Bring them up to me,” he said, “that I may bless
them.” Now Israel’s eyes were dim with age; he could not see. So [Joseph] brought them close to
him, and he kissed them and embraced them. And Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to see
you again, and here God has let me see your children as well.”
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Bereshit 48:15-16,20
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And he blessed Joseph, saying, “The God in whose ways my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,
The God who has been my shepherd from my birth to this day— The Angel who has redeemed
me from all harm— Bless the lads. In them may my name be recalled, And the names of my
fathers Abraham and Isaac, And may they be teeming multitudes upon the earth.” ...So he
blessed them that day, saying, “By you shall Israel invoke blessings, saying: God make you like
Ephraim and Manasseh.” Thus he put Ephraim before Manasseh.

Bereshit 49:1-2
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And Jacob called his sons and said, “Come together that I may tell you what is to befall you in
days to come. Assemble and hearken, O sons of Jacob; Hearken to Israel your father:

Bereshit 49:28-33

DTN K 0NN 712 NDI22 WK WK DO T DPIS D2 1377V DRI Wy DI W "Rw N3
2290 TIP3 TN 992 DO 119Y NIV W TIRTN IR IR 1190 “BYTN N P3N DN N
D) D3NN Y932 RY 113RTNIIND 0D 1999 NNR AIPINN DN T2 WK 1932 YIN RITRTOY WS
N33 IR ATV TR I TP SN IN TR MW YN TR DN PN 13 Moy 1AW My

RN RN I TRRTON YN AN 1IN NS 20 00

All these were the tribes of Israel, twelve in number, and this is what their father said to them as
he bade them farewell, addressing to each a parting word appropriate to him. Then he instructed
them, saying to them, “I am about to be gathered to my kin. Bury me with my fathers in the cave
which is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, the cave which is in the field of Machpelah, facing
Mamre, in the land of Canaan, the field that Abraham bought from Ephron the Hittite for a burial
site— there Abraham and his wife Sarah were buried; there Isaac and his wife Rebekah were
buried; and there I buried Leah— the field and the cave in it, bought from the Hittites.” When
Jacob finished his instructions to his sons, he drew his feet into the bed and, breathing his last, he
was gathered to his people.

Bereshit 50:24-26
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At length, Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. God will surely take notice of you and
bring you up from this land to the land that He promised on oath to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob.” So Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “When God has taken notice of you,
you shall carry up my bones from here.” Joseph died at the age of one hundred and ten years; and
he was embalmed and placed in a coffin in Egypt.

Shemot 3:16-18
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“Go and assemble the elders of Israel and say to them: the LORD, the God of your fathers, the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, has appeared to me and said, ‘I have taken note of you and of
what is being done to you in Egypt, and | have declared: | will take you out of the misery of
Egypt to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites, to a land flowing with milk and honey.” They will listen to you...



